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EZEKIEL XVIII. v. 30. 


REPENT, AND TURN YOURSELVES FROM ALL YOUR 
TRANSGRESSIONS 3 SO INIQUITY SHALL NOT BE 
YOUR RUIN. 


A MAN muſt either be totally uninformed, or at 
4 A at beſt an inobſervant reader of hiſtory, who is 
not convinced, from a variety of events recorded in 
the annals of almoſt all ages and countries, that the 
greateſt temporal evils have frequently been inflicted 
upon men on account of their ſins. God has ſo con- 
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tfived it by the order of his Providence, that many 

vices bring with them their own puniſhment : they 

have their proper and appointed ſcourges; and a 

man need not aſk what vulture ſhall prey upon this 

carcaſe, for the Divine Judgement points at the ſin, 
and keeps a regular and ſtated rule in ſtriking. 


It happens too, not unfrequently, that there is a 
ſtrong analogy and reſemblance between the ſin and 
the puniſhment; in ſo much, that the guilty perſon 
is the firſt to accuſe himſelf, and to cry out with 
Adonibezek, as I have done, ſo God hath requited 
me.” | 


It would be treſpaſſing too much upon your time 
and patience, to enumerate all the particular inſtances 
in Divine Hiſtory, where iniquity has drawn down 
immediate and fignal vengeance from Heaven: a few 
will be abundantly ſufficient to convince every rea- 
ſonable and impartial perſon, that God has not left 
himſelf without witneſs in all ages, by hurling down 


ſpeedy. deſtruction on the heads of impenitent of- 


fenders. It was iniquity that overwhelmed the old 
world with a deluge of water, wherein all mankind, 
excapt eight perſons, periſhed : it was iniquity that 
catiſed God to rain down fire and brimſtone from 
heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah : it was iniquity 
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that provoked the earth to open her mouth, and 
ſwallow up alive Corah and his rebellious company: 

it was iniquity that deſtroyed in the wilderneſs fix 
hundred thouſand fighting men of the children of 
Iſrael, and Caleb and Joſhua were the only perſons 
who poſſeſſed the promiſe : it was miquity that drove 
out ſeven nations from the land of Canaan, when the 
meaſure of their wickedneſs was full: in a word, it 
was the {tubbornneſs and infidelity of the Jews that 
ruined their temple. and government, that ſlew the 
greateſt part of them, and made the reſt fugitives 
and vagabonds for ever upon the face of the earth. 


And, if we look a little into the annals of prophane 
ſtory, we ſhall there be able likewiſe to trace the 
footſteps of Divine vengeance ; and ſhall find that 
every kingdom has derived its ruin, not from a vio- 
lation of the laws, but from a depravity and corrup- 
tion of manners. What was it that overthrew all 
the mighty kingdoms of the Eaſt, but their iniquities? 
What, that deſtroyed the Roman Empire, which roſe 
to ſuch a pitch of grandeur upon the ruins of the 

others, but licentiouſneſs and profligacy ? God was 

pleaſed to let looſe his great Northern army, the 

rudeſt, moſt barbarous, and inexperienced people in 
matters of war, upon the moſt civilized and inſtructed 
nation, protected by veteran troops inured to diſ- 
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cipline, and defended by walled cities and fortifica- 
tions—yet, what was the conſequence? Rude and 
inexperienced as the barbarians were, they proved 
victorious, when God was pleaſed to make uſe of 
them, as inſtruments to puniſh a nation who had 
abandoned themſelves to every kind and degree of 
wickedneſs : for, in the hand of Almighty Power it is 
a matter of no conſequence how trifling or inſignifi- 
cant ſoever the inſtrument is: He can cauſe a ſwarm 
of inſe&s to commit greater ravages than the fierceſt 
army ; and a breeze of wind to be more fatal and 
deſolating than the breath of the ſavageſt and moſt 


deſtructive tyrant ! 


But why ſhould we have recourſe to diſtant times 
and diſtant countries, when a neighbouring nation at 
this very inſtant is groaning under the inflictions of 
an offended God, and agonizing with miſeries, that 
can only be paralleled by her ſins? Theſe, indeed, 
are ſo black and atrocious, that humanity reyolts, 
and ſtands aghaſt, at the bare recollection of them: 
ſuch a chaos, ſuch a confuſion of every thing human 
and divine !—ſo much turbulence and anarchy— 
rapine and ſacrilege—aſſaſſinations ſo ſavage and 
deliberate—and ſuch a regicide—never before diſ- 
graced any country !—And all this, the bleſſed work 


of PHILOSOPHY ! Poſſeſſed by this demon, a 


whole 


A 
whole nation has run headlong into the gulph of 
miſery and perdition; ſubſtituting tumult for order; 
alarm for ſecurity ; confiſcation, plunder, and facri- 
lege, for honeſt revenue; aſſaſſination for brotherly 
kindneſs; and blaſphemy and atheiſm for religion. 
Now, can we. imagine that God, the common father 
of all, will ſee his children butchered, butchered by 
thouſands, without regard to innocence, or age, or 
ſex—and not viſit for theſe things? Can we ſup- 
poſe that the Lord our God, whe is holy, who has com- 
manded us to keep his Sabbaths, to reverence his 
ſanctuary, to honour his prieſts, will ſee his Sabbaths 
profaned, his temples plundered, and his prieſts maſ- 
ſacred almoſt before the altar, or driven from their 
country, a ſet of poor, deſtitute, forlorn exiles, and 
not be revenged on ſuch a nation as this? Can we 
conceive, that He who has ſaid, ** Touch not mine 
% anointed,” will ſuffer one of the beſt of kings to 
be impriſoned—kept for years in alarm and terror, 
the dagger of the aſſaſſin ever before his eyes—treated 
with ſtudied indignity and inſult—expoſed for hours 
together a PUBLIC SPECTACLE, the laughing ſtock 
and ſcorn of a malignant rabble—and at laſt to ſuffer 
like a malefactor, his innocent blood ſhed upon the 
ſcaffold—can we conceive that crimes ſo horrible 
will not be followed by vengeance that will ſtrike 


mankind with horror! © Beware,” ſays the apoſtle, 
leit 


— 
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*© leſt any man ſpoil you through philoſphy and vain 
«« deceit :** theſe are the fruits of philoſophy—of that 
philoſophy, which endeavours to realize metaphyſical 
abſtraction—of that philoſophy, which builds upon 
the ſand of theory, and not upon the rock of expe- 
rience—of that philoſophy, which ſubverts and diſ- 
organizes, with no practical ſubſtitutions of its own 
—in ſhort, of that philoſophy, which unties the 
bonds, burſts the chain of ſociety, and lets looſe 


the haſeſt of the people, the needy and the 


profligate, to vindicate the rights of man! Vindi- 
cate ?—How ?—by plundering the rich, degrading 
the noble, and murdering the innocent! Woe be to 
that nation where the ſeeds of ſuch a philoſopy take 
root and flouriſh ! The fruit at firſt may look fair 
and promiſing, good for food, and pleaſant to the 
eye; but as you come to gather it, like the apples of 
Sodom, it turns to aſhes and bitterneſs ; or, like that' 
of Eden, to miſery and death. 


I have thus endeavoured to ſhew, from Sacred and 
Profane Story, and from a horrible example at pre- 
ſent before our eyes, that iniquity 1s ſure in the end 
to prove the ruin of every people : Repent then, and 
turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions. Here, 
Chriſtians, is the whole ſtreſs of the buſineſs ; this is 
the momentous doctrine which the prophet Ezekiel 

inculcates 


3 
inculcates in my text, Repent, and turn yourſelves 
from all your trangreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be 
your ruin.“ We are here called together by pub- 
lic authority to confeſs our ſins, and humble ourſelves 
before God: let us conſider then what our fins are, 
our particular and predominant ſins; for we ſhall 


apply a remedy in vain, till we find out the true feat 
of our diſtemper. 


To begin then with our public offences as a nation : 
is it not notorious, that a ſpirit of ſelfiſnnefs and 
ambition is in ſome boſoms ſo ſtrong and predomi- 
nant, that it ſtifles all regard for the public welfare 
and happineſs? Far be it from me to diſparage any 
fair and honeſt means, by which we may raiſe our- 
ſelves to opulence and honour : I know that the de- 
fire of progreſſion is a principle implanted in our 
nature for wiſe and gracious purpoſes : it is the great 
ferment, that ſets the whole maſs of mankind a work- 
ing ; and without which we ſhould be no better than 
a kneaded clod, an inert lump of earth, weariſome to 
ourſelves, and unprofitable to others. Yet ſtill this 
paſhon, ſo beneficial to ſociety, ſhould ſcorn every 
baſe and unjuſtifiable meaſure, and confine itſelf 
within the bounds of decency and moderation. But 
has this been the caſe, let me aſk every calm and diſ- 
palhonate perſon, with that unnatural faction, who 

openly 
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1 
openly declare themſelves the advocates for Gallic 
anarchy, and, under the plauſible pretence of Reform, 
would introduce HERE the ſame ſcenes of confuſion, 
blood, and horror ? Influenced by motives equally 
ſordid and dangerous, have we not ſeen them con- 
ſpire againſt the honour of their Sovereign, the Ma- 
jeſty of the Conſtitution, and the happineſs, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, the very Exiſtence of their Country? It 
is a fortunate circumſtance, however, that, in all 
their agonies and contentions for power, they have 
betrayed ſuch a ſhameleſs contempt of character, 
ſuch a barefaced and profligate proſtitution of prin- 
ciple, that they are become the deteſtation and hor- 
ror of all good men. The miſchiefs they might, and 
in all probability would have done, if they had not 
been prevented by wiſe and timely exertions, are ter- 
rible even to conceive! To have gained the haven 


where they would be, they were ready to fail through 


ſeas of blood: to have raiſed themſelves to the pin- 
nacle of their fondeſt wiſhes, they were regardleſs 
though it had been upon mountains of ſlain ! 


* 


Another national ſin, is a want of reverence for 
their governors, and an impatience of rule and or- 
der among the lower claſs of the people. A kind of 
confuſion ſeems to run through the whole commu- 


nity ; and the great chain of ſociety, which holds us 
| all 
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all either, though perhaps not abſolutely broken, 
is ſtrangely entangled; one degree preſſing cloſe, 
and treading upon the heels of another, impatient of 
all controul and ſubordination. | 


The turbulent advocates for Equality (that moſt 
abſurd and impracticable of all ſyſtems), may ap- 
plaud ſuch a ſpirit as this; but it is highly criminal 
in the ſight of God, as it implies a diſcontent of that 
{tation which he has allotted to us; claſhes with that 
principle of ſubordination and mutual dependence, 
which he has eſtabliſhed through all nature; is re- 
pugnant to true liberty; and leads to exceſſes de- 
ſtructive of ſocial happineſs, and pregnant with ruin, 
confuſion, and every evil work. 


A third crying fin of this nation is a too general 
contempt of Religion, and of every thing ſerious and 
ſacred. There have always been men fooliſh and 
corrupt enough to ſay in their hearts, There is no 
„God; but their numbers have been few in com- 
pariſon, and they kept their opinions chiefly at home; 
or if they ventured them abroad it was in the dark, 
dreſſed out with modeſty and bathfulneſs, either 
cloathed in doubts and ſcruples, or veiled in alluſion 
and allegory ; but ſince the diffuſion of Philoſophy, 
that Philoſophy which unravels every principle, reli- 
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gious and civil, and perſuades its infatuated votaries, 


that it is good for them to be here without God, and 
without government—all this is over Infidelity now 


ſteps boldly forth in looſe attire like a harlot, and 


ſtares us in the face at noon-day with brazen impu— 
dence, laughing at every thing that 1s grave, and 
burleſquing every thing that is holy: juſt as the 
Jews did of old, when they turned the expreſſions 


of Jeremiah into ridicule, and the words of Ezekiel 
into pleaſant ſongs. | 


This is a ſhort, faint ſketch of our public tranſ. 
greſſions. Let us now deſcend a little into private 
life, and we ſhall find, I am afraid, that an unbridled 
licence of manners generally prevails among us— 
that faſhion and cuſtom have given a kind of pre- 
ſcription to vice, and that virtue is almoſt worn out 
of date, and laughed out of countenance—that fraud 
and cozenage, oppreſſion and falſehood, ingratitude 
and baſeneſs, are too common in our dealings with 
one another—that pleaſure is more followed than 
piety, and mammon much more devoutly ſerved than 
God. I am almoſt aſhamed to mention our enor- 
mous exceſſes—that riot and debauchery, that effe- 
minacy and frivoliſm, but, above all, that deſtructive 
ſpirit of Gaming, which debaſes and debilitates the 

| mind, 
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mind, and renders. it like the deadly tree “ in the 


iſland of Java, that diffuſes its malignant poiſon far 
and wide,. and 1s approached by nothing but what 


is infamous, condemned, and criminal. 


Theſe then are ſome of the ſins, which we are here 
called upon to confeſs and bewail with penitent and 
contrite hearts: but let us remember that penitence, 
without amendment, is futile and ridiculous: we 
mult not only ceaſe to do evil, but learn to do well. 
As thoſe dangers, which. ſo lately threatened this 
country with deſolation, Have ariſen from a ſpirit of 
{ſelfiſhneſs and faction, let us not only guard againſt 
this paſſion ourſelves, but look upon thoſe: as the 
enemies and peſts of their country, who, under the- 
deluſion of Reform, would blow up the very founda- 
tions of government, property, and religion. Let 
the example of France be a warning to us to reſiſt 
every attempt, every overture, towards change and 
innovation. Nothing, we know, is more popular in 
the beginning than ſedition; and nothing leſs fo in 
the end. It enters upon the ſtage in the moſt gallant 
manner, with a brave and goodly appearance : its 
aims are all open and generous; its profeſſions fair, 


* Called in the Malayan language, Bohon upas. There is a ſimilar 
tree, but not altogether ſo fatal, on the coaſt of Macaſſar, called Cajoe 
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ſpecious, and plauſible: it has the voice indeed of 
Jacob—but the hands are the hands of Eſau: it de- 
ſtroys with ſchemes of Reformation; enſlaves under 
the glorious name of Liberty; and ſcatters firebrands, 
ruin, and death, purely for the public good. The 
political atmoſphere, which was lately ſo black and 
louring, that the thunder ſeemed ready to burſt upon 
our heads, is now, bleſſed be God, clear and lumi- 
nous the ſtorm has paſſed over like a cloud: but let 
not this ſerenity put us off our guard, nor lull us 
into ſupineneſs and ſecurity : let us continue to join 
heart and hand in defence of our Sovereign and our 
Country; a country which for ages has been the 
envy and admiration of the world ; and a Sovereign, 
whoſe only aim and deſire are to ſupport its inde- 
pendence and glory, to preſerve its Conſtitution free 
and inviolate, and, with all the anxiety of a tender 
father, to promote the real intereſts and proſperity 
of his people. Let ſuch be our conduct in regard to 


public affairs: in private life, let us lay aſide every 


weight, and the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us: above 
all, let us continue to cultivate thoſe tender affections, 


thoſe ſoft and gentle ſenſibilities of our nature, the 


fruits of which, in this vale of miſery, are a juſt tri- 


bute to the afflicttions of our unfortunate brethren. 


The compaſſion, the generoſity, the munificence of 
this country, in every caſe of diſtreſs, in every cir- 
cumſtance 


13 1 
cumſtance of misfortune, render us the admiration 
and envy of the world. Other nations may vye with 
us in commerce, arts, and arms: in theſe, the in- 
duſtry of the mechanic, the ingenuity of the artiſt, 
and the valour of the ſoldier, may be equal to ours: 
but in charity and benevolence we have no rivals, no 
competitors; nor are we indebted in theſe to the 
merit of another; for the whole glory, how great 
ſoever it is, and great it certainly is, the whole glory 
is our own. When I look round me, and reflect on 
the number of public charities in this metropolis— 
too various to particularize—l feel an honeſt pride in 
the name of Engliſhman, and humbly hope that the 
Father of Mercies, the God of all pity, will forgive 
our failings and tranſgreſſions ; and that charities, 
ſuch as theſe, may avert his vengeance, and cover 
the multitude of ſins. But it would be unpardonable 
in me, on ſuch an occaſion as the preſent, to paſs by 
in filence your liberality to thoſe poor unfortunate 
Emigrants, who have been driven from their country 
by the mercileſs {word of anarchy and murder. May 
your bounty prove to them, like the widow's cruiſe 
of oil, inexhauſtible; and to yourſelves, like the alms 
of Cornelius, a memorial before God ! Ye have been, 
as the prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks, a ſupport to the poor, 
a ſupport to the needy in their diſtreſs, a refuge from 
the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when the blaſt of 
3 the 
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the terrible ones beat vehemently upon them.. But I 


muſt beg leave to recommend more particularly the 
Emigrant Clergy to your benevolence, in this, their 


extreme affliction. Educated to miniſter at the altar, 


and totally ignorant of all the ſecular buſineſſes and 
employments of life, they have no ability to help 
themſelves, no poſſible means of ſubſiſtence, but your 


bounty : They cannot dig—to beg they would be 
aſhamed. Alas! that they, who have ſo often 
miniſtered to. the ſpiritual wants of their fellow-crea- 
tures, ſhould be thus expoſed to the extremity of 
temporal diſtreſs, of hunger and thirſt, of cold and 
nakedneſs !—That they, who have ſo often wiped 
away the tear from the eye of Affliction, and cheared 
the boſom of comfortleſs Deſpair, ſhould thus become 
a prey themſelves to ſorrow, and deſpondency unut- 
terable !—That they, who have alleviated the horrors, 
and blunted the ſting of death, ſhould have the king 
of terrors conſtantly ſtaring them in the face, in dan- 
ger of periſhing by famine, and kept alive from day 
to day almoſt by a miracle, by precarious bounty ! 
I feel, my brethren, upon this melancholy occaſion, 
far more than I am able to expreſs—it is a ſubject 
that comes home to the boſom of every clergyman ! 
I myſelf, who am now in eaſe and affluence recom- 
mending to you the caſe of theſe poor deſtitutes, 
might have been in the ſame ſituation with them— 

_ | driven 


E 
driven from my country by the ruſſian hand of Re- 
formation, from my ſubſiſtence, my comforts, my 
connections, from every thing that is near and dear 
to me—and obliged to wander in a ſtrange land, 
whoſe language I knew not, neither underſtood what 
they ſay ; a poor, deſtitute, miſerable exile ; without 
friends, without the common neceſſaries of life; ſuf- 
fering, for conſcience' ſake, ſuch an accumulation of 
diſtreſs, as it hath ſcarce entered into the heart of 
man to conceive ! In ſuch a ſituation, departing as 
Abraham did from Haran, not knowing whither he 
went, what could I have wiſhed, except that the 
kind hand of a gracious and overruling Providence 
would have conducted me to YOU, to this Zoar, 
this city of Refuge? Believe me, Chriſtians, God 
is not unrighteous, to forget your work and labour 
of love, which ye have ſhewn towards his name, in 
that ye have miniſtered to his ſervants, and do 
miniſter. No! he will reward you richly in this 
world; for the bleſſing of thoſe who were ready to 
periſh ſhall come upon you: he will direct, aſſiſt, 
and bleſs you while you live; and in the end give 


you an inheritance among them who are ſanctified 
by faith. Amen ! F 


FINIS. 
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